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The Last Gift study aims to

understand the behavior of 

HIV in the human body –

specifically by identifying

where the virus hides in an

individual with a life-

shortening illness. Through

tissue donation at a study

participant's time of

death, scientists get a rare

opportunity to learn

invaluable information

from organs, like the brain,

that are not possible to

study in living individuals.

A B O U T  T H E
L A S T  G I F T  
S T U D Y

CURRENTLY RECRUITING
STUDY PARTICIPANTS
We are currently enrolling Last Gift study
participants who are living with HIV and a
life-shortening illness, reside in San Diego,
and are willing to provide consent to
regular blood draws and tissue donation at
their time of death. 

The Last Gift study team meets with
participants regularly – allowing for greater
comfort during the end of life.

"MY DEATH WILL
NOT BE IN VAIN."
–LAST GIFT PARTICIPANT

LAST GIFT PARTICIPANTS
LEAVE A LEGACY
People at the end of their lives often have
a unique perspective on life, death, and
altruism – and may hold the key to curing
HIV. A Last Gift study participant’s legacy
will live on and be accessible to researchers
for many years after death, helping us get
closer to ending the epidemic.

O U R  T E A M

Last Gift is a UC San

Diego project funded by

the National Institute of

Health and the National

Institute of Allergy and

Infectious Diseases, in

collaboration with UCSD

HIV Neurobehavioral

Research Program, UCSD

AntiViral Research Center,

and UCSD California

NeuroAIDS Tissue Network.



Those interested in

participating in the Last

Gift study can call 

(619) 543-5000 or email

lastgift@ucsd.edu to

request a brief (30-40

minute), no-obligation

screening interview.

Screening interviews are

held at UC San Diego's HIV

Neurobehavioral Research

Program (HNRP) facility or

at another convenient

location. During this visit,

individuals and their loved

ones will have a chance to

ask questions about the

study by phone or in-

person.

H O W  T O
E N R O L L

P R O M O T E
L A S T  G I F T

Are you a caregiver or

hospice provider? Contact

us to request free Last Gift

brochures, download

informational one-pagers,

and/or request an

informational Zoom

presentation.

OUR PROMISE TO
STUDY PARTICIPANTS
Our team of UC San Diego medical
professionals conducts regular study visits
to discuss a participant's health status with
the utmost compassion and understanding.
Many of our study participants have found
great comfort in the relationship our team
builds with them. In addition, it has instilled
a sense of control and empowerment
during a time of unpredictability. 

"THE LAST GIFT
STUDY ALLOWS
ME TO LEAVE A
POSITIVE LEGACY."
–LAST GIFT PARTICIPANT

SEE LAST GIFT'S
IMPACT FIRSTHAND
Visit lastgift.ucsd.edu to watch Last Gift
participant Anthony Bennett's inspiring
story on what the Last Gift study meant to
him in his final days. 


